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Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire Agreed Syllabus   Key Stage 2 Units of Work 
	
	Year  4   Spring



	RE Theme
	Journeys With Meaning  /  Are some journeys special?



	Potential Links with other subject areas
	PSE:  understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.


	Possible topic links 
	Journeys, Travel


	Focus Religions
	Christianity,         Islam       

	Aim
	To consider the effect that making a pilgrimage can have on the faith of individuals.    
     

	Concepts, Values and Attitudes
	Pilgrimage, Worship, Sacred, Faith 

	Fundamental Questions
	Human Questions:

What can make a journey special?

Why are people drawn to certain places?

Do certain places affect all people in the same way?

Can visiting a particular place have an affect on an individual? Is it important to remember past events and visit places associated with them?

Personal Questions:

Is there a journey that’s special to me?

Do I have special feelings about any place?

Religious Questions:

Should faith adherents make every effort to visit places associated with their religion?

Can making a journey affect one’s faith?



	Range and outline

content 


	· Personal special journeys and places that are visited.  
· Places that some people are drawn to and the associated reasons for this e.g gravesides, memorials, gardens, historic buildings
· Activities and feelings associated with making a religious pilgrimage or visiting places associated with religion and religious events. 

· Christian places of pilgrimage e.g. St. Davids, Walsingham, Lourdes, the Holy Land.  

· Muslim Hajj as one of the Five Pillars of Islam.
· Interview someone who has make a pilgrimage or journey to a religious place to find out how if has affected them. 


	Resources


	www.reep.org/pilgrimage
From Start To Finish: My Life As A Christian p. 10-11 Beginning of Christianity

Developing Primary RE: Special Places p 20-21 Christian pilgrimage
The Life of St. David  Heinemann Library
www.walsingham.org.uk

www.lourdes-france.com

www.jesus2000.com  - virtual pilgrimage tour of Christian sites in the Holy Land

www.request.org.uk  : do what? - pilgrimage
www.bibleplaces.com

www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk

www.request.org.uk  : church – St. David’s Cathedral
From Start To Finish: My Life As A Muslim p.6-7
Developing Primary RE: Special Places p.22-25 Hajj
Developing Primary RE: Special Times p.20-22 Hajj
www.religiousstudies.co.uk  - virtual Hajj



	Key Vocabulary
	Christian, Christianity, 

Muslim, Islam, Hajj,  

Pilgrimage, journey, holy 


Journeys With Meaning / Are some journeys special?

Journeys with Meaning  
This unit explores the meaning behind the act of making a pilgrimage.  

The unit has been aimed at mid Key Stage 2 pupils.  The concepts explored and the designed activities are appropriate to this age group. They challenge the pupils to look beyond the physical places, and to explore how these places are important within the context of the religion and to individual people who may visit them.  

This unit may be developed further at Key Stage 3 to develop a more in depth appreciation of the significance of specific places and the actions of faith adherents.

For Key Stage 3, Exploring Questions in RE 1, by Carys Thomas and Vicky Thomas (published by Nelson Thornes) provides a suitable chapter (3) on religious expression.
	BLAENAU GWENT AND MONMOUTHSHIRE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MEDIUM TERM PLAN
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	Programme of Study:
	Religions:    Christianity and Islam

	Skills

Questioning and Evaluating:

1. ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions raised by their own experiences, the world around them and their research into religious pilgrimages.

2. enquire and investigate in an open minded way and listen carefully to others in order to develop their understanding of the way in which pilgrimage can be important to Christians and Muslims. 

3.  be prepared to accept challenge to their ideas in the light of new information or evidence they come across in their study and enquiry.

Developing Knowledge and Understanding:

1. recall describe and begin to explain  Christian and Muslim practices in relation to pilgrimage.
2. identify the similarities and differences between  Christian and Muslim attitudes and responses to pilgrimage.
3. Make links between the beliefs and teachings about certain places and the act of pilgrimage for Christians and Muslims.
4. Use books, websites, videos and interviews to gain knowledge and understanding of Christian and Muslim beliefs, teachings and practices regarding special places and pilgrimage.
5. Recognise and begin to interpret meaning and symbolism associated with aspects of acts of pilgrimage.

Reflecting, Responding and Communicating: 

1.  Reflect on their own experiences of special journeys and express their views about these experiences.
2. Consider, appreciate and respect the similarities and differences in lifestyle and viewpoints between themselves and others.

3. Consider and express how the beliefs and teachings of Christianity and Islam can affect the lives of followers.  

4. Use evidence from the books, videos, websites and people to present and support arguments and opinions.

5.  Communicate their learning in a variety of ways.  

6. Use the appropriate key vocabulary in their oral and written activities.


	Range

Fundamental Questions:

Human Questions:
What can make a journey special?

Why are people drawn to certain places?

Do certain places affect all people in the same way?

Can visiting a particular place have an affect on an individual? Is it important to remember past events and visit places associated with them?

Personal Questions:

Is there a journey that’s special to me?

Do I have special feelings about any place?

Religious Questions:

Should faith adherents make every effort to visit places associated with their religion?

Can making a journey affect one’s faith?

Meaning and Purpose:

· Identity and Commitment
Ways in which faith adherents celebrate their identity through pilgrimage   
Concepts, Values and Attitudes:

Pilgrimage, Sacred, Faith, Worship, Commitment, Community  


	Common Skills

Communication

ICT

Thinking


	Teaching/Learning Activities 

(to include assessment opportunities)

· Discuss the meaning of ‘pilgrimage’ and design a book cover or poster to reflect your discussion.
· Reflect on and record your thoughts about a particular special journey that you or someone you know has made.

· Recall some special places that people visit and discuss the reasons why they do so – record your ideas.  

· Consider some of the important aspects of planning a journey.

·  Identify some of the key places in Jesus’ life that people might visit today.  

· Use a variety of sources to do some group research on different places of Christian pilgrimage.  Present your research project to the rest of the class.

· Carry out the St. David’s Target Board Activity to find out about the life of St. David and to reflect on why he is important to Christians today.

· Find out about the Muslim Hajj through video or websites.
· Use the ‘postcards’ to discuss the different elements of Hajj.
· Sequence the stages of Hajj and consider what each one means to a Muslim.

· Interview a Muslim who has performed Hajj and reflect on the difference it makes to their lives.

· Read ‘Ahmed’s dilemma’ and discuss in light of what you have learnt about Hajj.


	Resources

Planning A Journey Sheet 

Activity sheet
Target Board Activity

BBC Watch Places for Worship Islam

Developing Primary RE Special Places p.23

Stages of Hajj sheet

Developing Primary RE Special Places p.25


	Key Vocabulary

Christian Christianity  Bible

Muslim

Islam
Hajj

pilgrimage
community

commitment 
faith




Journeys With Meaning
Learning Objective:  To design a cover / poster to illustrate that some journeys are special.
A Special Journey

Learning Objective:  To reflect on and record my thoughts about a special journey.

Special Journeys People Make
Learning Objective:  To recall some places that people visit and recognise why they might go there.

Planning A Special Journey

Learning Objective:  To consider planning a special journey.

My special journey will be to………………………………………

What I need to organise:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What I need to put in my suitcase:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Stages of my journey and how I might feel:

	Stage
	Feelings

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Places in the life of Jesus

Make a large copy of a map of the Holy Land (e.g. Good News Bible page 78).   Match the cards below to the places on the map to show where the Christian account of events in Jesus’ life took place.  Use the internet or travel brochures to find photographs of the places and add these to your map.

	Jesus is born in Bethlehem. 

                             Luke 2 vs 1-7

	Jesus grows up in Nazareth. 

                  Luke 2 vs 39-40

	When Jesus is twelve he goes to Jerusalem with his parents.  In the Temple he listens to the leaders and asks lots of questions.  
                             Luke 2 vs 41-51

	Jesus is baptised by John in the River Jordan.

                             Luke 3 vs 21-22
	In the town of Capernaum, Jesus orders an evil spirit to leave the body of a man.  People had thought that only God could do such a thing.

                             Luke 4 vs 31-36
	At Lake Galilee Jesus calls the fishermen, Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John to become his first disciples.    

                        Luke 5 vs 1-11  


	In Bethsaida, Jesus feeds a crowd of about five thousand people with just five loaves and two fish.
                             Luke 9 vs 10-17  


	Zacchaeus, the tax collector, climbs a tree to see Jesus as he passes through Jericho.  It changes his life.
                             Luke 19 vs 1-9  


	As Jesus approaches Bethphage at the Mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples into the village to fetch a donkey and its colt so that he can ride into Jerusalem.

                         Luke 19 vs 28-36  



	Jesus prays in Gethsemane and asks God if he can be saved from being killed.  
Luke 22 vs 39-46
	In Gethsemane Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested.  
                          Luke 22 vs 47-53

	Jesus is crucified at a place called Golgotha which means ‘the place of the skull’.              

                   Matthew 27 vs 32 – 44


	On the road to Emmaus, after the crucifixion, Jesus walks and talks with two of his followers.  

                         Luke 24 vs 13-35
	In Bethany, Jesus departs from his followers and is taken up to heaven.  
                          Luke 24 vs 50-53
	


Extension Activities:

Look up the references in the Bible to read more about the events.  

Take some direct quotes from the Bible to add these to your map.  
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Places In The Life Of Jesus
Learning Objective:  To identify the main events in Jesus’ life and where they took place.

Places of Christian Pilgrimage
Learning Objective:  To use a variety of sources to research a Christian place of pilgrimage.

St. David Target Board Activity

Place the cards from below on a target board to show what you think are the most useful and least useful possible answers to the question: 

Why is St. David important to Christians in Wales?

	David is the patron saint of Wales.  A patron saint looks after something such as a country or group of people.




	Most of the information about St. David comes from stories and legends.  Only some things are known for certain.



	An angel told Paulinus to send David away from the monastery so that he could teach people how to be Christians.  



	Christians believe that saints are very close to God. 



	David’s mother was the daughter of a chief.  She was a holy woman called Lady Non or Nonna.



	Some Christians pray to saints.



	When David was baptized, some of the holy water which was sprinkled on his head splashed onto a blind man’s face and allowed him to see again. 


	David became a monk and studied in a monastery in Wales for ten years.



	David’s teacher was called Paulinus.  Paulinus was blind but when David made the sign of the cross in front of him Paulinus could see again.  



	David travelled to England, France and Ireland teaching people about Christianity. 



	There are many churches in Wales which are named after St. David.



	Many people became Christians after hearing David teach.




	When David was a monk, he led a very strict life and only had bread, vegetables and salt to eat.  



	David was a very kind and gentle person.




	David and his monks fetched water from the river near his monastery.



	Some of David’s enemies tried to kill him by giving him some poisoned bread.
David blessed the bread and then ate it without being harmed.

 


	The monks got up very early and worked hard growing crops in the fields.  


	Once, when there were thousands of people trying to hear and see David, the ground rose up beneath his feet to make a hill for him.

 


	David was chosen to be Archbishop of Wales and became the leader of Christians in Wales.



	When David died he was over one hundred years old.

 


	David built a monastery on the banks of a river where the city of St. David’s in Pembrokeshire now stands.




	When David died, the monastery became filled with angels who carried David’s soul to heaven.
 


	David was buried in the grounds of his monastery.  This is where St. David’s cathedral now stands.  



	People can have great fun celebrating St. David on March 1st.    




	David travelled all over Wales teaching people about Christianity.    
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Why is Saint David important to Christians in Wales?

Learning Objective:  To record our response to the target board activity.
After carrying out the St. David target board activity, our group thought that
	the most useful answers to the question were…

the not very useful answers to the questions were…

the answers we put in the dust bin were…

Doing the activity made me think…
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The Hajj
Learning Objective:  To identify some of the main features of Hajj.

Stages of Hajj
Learning Objective:  To identify the order of the stages of Hajj and understand what they symbolise.
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The Importance of Hajj
Learning Objective:  To understand why Hajj is important to Muslims.

Our Interview With A Muslim About Hajj  
Learning Objective:  To respond to our interview with someone who has performed Hajj and understand what it means to them.  
When the pilgrims arrive in Makkah they change into simple white cloths to show that everyone is equal.





Pilgrims walk seven times, anti-clockwise around the Ka’bah.  It is believed that the Ka’bah was built by Ibrahim and his son Isma’il as a sign of their devotion to one God. 


























Pilgrims return to the Ka’bah where they once again circle it seven times.  





A sheep is slaughtered to remember when Ibrahim sacrificed a ram instead of his son Isma’il.   





At the celebration of Id-ul-Adha, (the festival of sacrifice), the slaughtered animal is shared with the poor.  This reminds Muslims, that like Ibrahim, they should be wiling to give up everything for Allah.





Pilgrims run or walk between the two hills of Safa and Marwah.  They remember when Hajar (Ibrahim’s wife) did this to find water. 





To remember that Isma’il found a spring of water, the pilgrims drink from the well of Zam Zam. 





The pilgrims travel 13 miles to the plain of Arafat where the Prophet Muhammad gave his last sermon.  They stand in silent prayer.  From here they see Mount Mercy. 





At Mina, the pilgrims throw pebbles at three stone pillars.  This symbolises the effort not to be tempted or have selfish thoughts.  Pilgrims remember when the devil tried to tempt Ibrahim and Isma’il.








