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	RE Theme
	Believing and Doubting  

	Potential links with other subject areas
	PSE: understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live;

understand that people differ in what they believe is right and wrong;
understand that personal actions have consequences.


	Possible topic links
	World War 2  (Passover link through Quest Moses video),  Literature link with ‘Erika’s Story’ 


	Focus Religions
	 Christianity,       Judaism          

	Aim
	To consider feelings such as faith, trust, doubt and reflect on how these have been expressed by key religious figures and by present day faith adherents.



	Concepts, Values,

Attitudes 
	Faith, Doubt, Trust, Belief, Choice, Suffering, Freedom

	Fundamental Questions
	Human Questions:

Do we always need proof to believe in something?

What does it feel like to be doubted?

What does it feel like to have someone’s trust?

Is it easy to ‘believe without seeing’?

Why are some people intolerant of others?

Why do some people not have the freedom to express their faith?

Personal Questions:

Who do I trust?

In what do I have faith?

Have I ever felt doubt?  

Religious Questions:

What caused Peter to deny knowing Jesus?

Why did Thomas doubt Jesus was seen after his death?

Is it important to have faith in God through difficult times?

How difficult might it have been for Jewish people to keep their faith in God through times of slavery and persecution?



	Range and outline content 


	· Who / what the pupils trust – friends, family, teachers.  
· Personal times of faith and doubt (in friends and family). 
· Faith (in God) and doubt shown by key figures and present day faith adherents.

· Moses’ doubt and faith in God in relation to the Exodus from Egypt. 
· The celebration of Pesach by Jewish people to remember how God kept his promise to set them free.

· Examples of doubt and faith shown by Peter and Thomas in relation to Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
· Jesus’ own fears and faith in God to do the right thing.
· Paul’s conversion to Christianity and his expression of faith.


	Resources


	Bible: Matthew 26.31-35 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial

Bible: Matthew 26 vs 69 – 75 Peter denies knowing Jesus

Developing Primary RE: Faith Stories p.17 Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane

Bible: John 20 vs 24 – 29 Thomas doubts Jesus’ resurrection

Video: Quest The Life of Christ

Developing Primary RE: Special Times p. 23-28 Pesach
Video: Pathways of Belief: Judaism Pesach

Video: Quest Moses and the Passover Meal



	Key Vocabulary
	Christian, Christianity, resurrection 

Jew, Judaism, Pesach

faith, doubt, trust, belief, choice, suffering, freedom
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