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	RE Theme
	Making A Commitment    

	Potential links with other subject areas
	PSE: have respect for rules, the law and authority;

understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live;

understand that people differ in what they believe is right and wrong

understand that personal actions have consequences



	Possible topic links
	Journeys (of life)


	Focus Religions
	 Christianity,       Judaism          

	Aim
	To consider the importance of developing responsibility as one grows up and to understand the value for some faith adherents, of making a commitment through ceremony 

	Concepts, Values, Attitudes
	Responsibility, Commitment, Identity

	Fundamental Questions
	Human Questions:

Is it important to take responsibilities seriously?

Is it always easy to keep a commitment?
Is it important to feel that you belong to something or some people? 

Personal Questions:
To what or whom do I belong?

What responsibilities do I have?

To what am I committed?

What forms my identity?

Religious Questions:

Why do some people have a special ceremony to mark their commitment to their faith?

How might a person feel having made a commitment to their faith?
What might form the identity of a Jewish person?

What might form the identity of a Christian?


	Range and outline  content 


	· Responsibilities in own lives.  What commitments pupils have and their views about these.  Groups (including family) to which they belong that help form their identity.

· What it means to be a young Christian being nurtured into the faith.  The responsibilities and commitment shown by young Christians taking first communion, confirmation and / or believers’ baptism.

· The responsibility that Jewish boys and girls take on at Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah.  

· The way in which having a commitment to a faith helps form one’s identity.



	Resources


	My Life as a Christian p. 34-37 Growing up

Pathways of Belief video: Church (First Communion) 

CD ROM RE Quest 5) Believer’s Baptism  6) Confirmation

www.request.org.uk do what?  Believer’s Baptism, Confirmation  

Practising Belief video: programme 2 (Believers’ baptism and Bar Mitzvah)

Developing Primary RE: Home and Family p. 7-8 Bar Mitzvah
Solving The Mystery activity: Adam’s Bar Mitzvah

Pathways of Belief video: Torah (Bar Mitzvah)

My Life As A Jew p. 18-19 Growing up as a Jew 



	Key Vocabulary
	Christian, Christianity, First Communion, confirmation, Believers’ baptism 

Judaism, Jew, Bat Mitzvah (girls), Bar Mitzvah (boys), Torah,  
responsibility, commitment, identity




Making A Commitment    
Commitment Ladder

Learning Objective:  To reflect on what is meant by commitment.  
Think of something towards which you feel committed.  This might be a group to which you belong, a sports team, a hobby, friends, family etc.  Think of some of the ways in which you show commitment to your chosen area and some of the ways in which you do not demonstrate your commitment so well. 

Write each one of these in one of the boxes below.

When you have ten (or as many as you can think of) cut them out and place them in order to make a commitment ladder.  The way in which you show most commitment will be at the top and the way in which you show least commitment will be at the bottom.
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Diamond Nine Activity

Learning Objective:  To consider what, in life, might be most important to someone who has made a commitment to God.  

After watching the Pathways of Belief, The Church (first communion) video, cut out and place the cards below in a ‘diamond nine’.  What you think would be most important to Chi should be placed at the top in position 1 and work down to position 9 being the least important.  

You could work on your own and then discuss your decision with others in the class or you could work with a small group and discuss your thoughts as you go along.   
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My Diamond Nine Activity about Chi’s First Communion

Learning Objective:  To reflect on the Diamond Nine activity and record my response.  
When you are happy with your diamond, complete the writing frame:
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Solving The Mystery

Learning Objective:  To consider and understand the significance of the bar Mitzvah ceremony.  
This is a problem solving activity based around a central question which pupils must investigate and attempt to answer.  The central question has no single correct answer but given the ‘evidence’ pupils form their own opinions.   Some of the clues may be ‘red herrings’ and therefore there is no certainty as to which pieces of information are relevant! 

You will need to sift, sort, discuss, classify and consider cause and effect.  Use the clues to help you decide the best answer to the question.


[image: image2]
	Adam’s family are Jewish.  They go to synagogue and celebrate all major Jewish festivals. 



	Adam’s father is the rabbi of the local synagogue.



	Adam eats bacon and sausage when he stays at his friend’s house.



	Adam has learned to speak Hebrew at synagogue school but his father tells him he needs to work harder at it.

	Adam’s friends go to the cinema and skateboarding at the weekends but Adam only goes on Sundays.



	Adam is 13.  He has special help with English and maths at school.



	Adam’s sister is at university.  She wants to be a rabbi.



	Adam has trophies at home for swimming.



	Adam’s mum and gran have planned a huge party for his Bar Mitzvah.  All his relatives are invited.



	Adam is the shortest boy in his class.



	The passage of Hebrew which Adam was learning to recite at his Bar Mitzvah ceremony was found torn up in the dustbin.



	Some of Adam’s friends from school are invited to his Bar Mitzvah.



	Adam is in the school football team.



	Adam’s Uncle David and Aunty Ruth are coming from America for his Bar Mitzvah.



	Adam’s tallith and kippah are missing.



	Adam has many friends, both Jewish and non-Jewish.




Unknown source adapted by GMV
Solving The Mystery: Adam’s Bar Mitzvah

Learning Objective:  To reflect on the Solving the Mystery activity and record my response.  
Record your response to solving the mystery.  Use some or all of the following key words and phrases to help you focus your ideas and form your response.

As we solved the mystery…

We agreed on

We disagreed on

Eventually we…

Our solution was…

What I learnt was…

What it made me think about was…
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Concept Mapping

Learning Objective:  To make links between the ceremonies explore this term and the concepts that are associated with them.    
Work with a group to form a concept map using the words below.

First you will need to cut out the words so that you can move them around on a large sheet of paper.

Reflect on what you have been learning this term.   Think about links between the words.  Move the words around on a large piece of paper until you are happy with their position in relation to other words.  

Draw lines between the words and write on the lines what you think the links are.   

commitment               responsibility             nervous

pride            belief               identity              
God            promises             trust             respect

belonging                 faith             community

celebration       
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Having new clothes





Going to church





Saying sorry





Playing with friends





Sharing with others





Her birthday








Forgive-ness





Loving one another








   God








My Diamond Nine Activity about Chi’s First Communion








I found the activity difficult / easy because…




















I put … 


in position 1 because…














I put…


in position 9 because…























What I think about Chi taking First Communion is…





Adam’s Bar Mitzvah:





Adam is 13 years old.  His parents have prepared a big party to follow his Bar Mitzvah ceremony.  The night before the Bar Mitzvah, Adam slips out of the house.  Later his mum receives a text message on her mobile phone.





The message reads:   I’m OK @ Nick’s. 


                             Can’t do tomorrow. A x





Question:  Why has Adam run away from his Bar Mitzvah?























