Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire Agreed Syllabus Key Stage 2 Units of Work 
	
	Year 3  (Summer)


	RE Theme
	Books For Guidance   /  Why are sacred texts important?     
                     

	Potential links with other subject areas
	History:  Tudors or Stuarts – the work of William Morgan and the translation of the Bible
English: experience and respond to a wide range of texts including those from other cultures

PSE: have respect for rules, the law and authority;

understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live;

understand that people differ in what they believe is right and wrong

understand that personal actions have consequences



	Focus Religions
	Christianity,         Islam       

	Aim
	To appreciate how sacred texts such as the Bible for Christians and the Qur’an to Muslims, guide and influence people’s lives.   

	Concepts, Values and Attitudes
	Authority, Sacred, Influence, Guidance

	Fundamental Questions
	Human Questions:

Are books important?

Is it important to record things in writing?

Is it important to follow the teachings / rules contained in a book?
Does it make life easier / simpler if you have a set of written rules? 
Personal Questions:

Who / what guides me?

How do I know right from wrong?
What helps me ‘stay on the right path’?
Do you need to have a religious belief to be a good person?
Religious Questions:

How might a Christian show that they follow the teachings contained in the Bible?

How might a Muslim show that they follow the Qur’an?



	Range and outline content 


	· Importance of books in pupils’ own experiences.

· Range and types of books. How / why we use them.  
· What the Bible is about

· The value of the Bible for Christians. How it is used as a source of guidance and inspiration for faith adherents.
· The way in which some people have demonstrated how important they think the Bible is e.g. Mary Jones, Griffiths Jones and his circulating schools, William Morgan and the translation into Welsh, the Bible Society, Gideons International
· How the Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad
· The value of the Qu’ran for Muslims to guide them through life.  


	Resources


	From Start To Finish: My Life As A Christian p.18-21 Following the path, 
Video: Pathways of Belief Christianity; Bible.  

Developing Primary RE: Words Of Wisdom p.4-9,The Bible

CD ROM RE Quest : 2) Bible + Thinkthrough Sheet – Odd One Out
From Start To Finish:  My Life As A Muslim p.4-5 Community, p.6-7 How my religion began, p.10-11 Following the path, p.12-13 What we believe

Developing Primary RE: Words Of Wisdom p.16-21The Qur’an

Video: Pathways of Belief Islam. Allah (The Qur’an)

Developing Primary RE: Stories About God p.25-26 - The Qur’an is revealed to Mohammed

www.islam.org  - links to Qur’anic recitations


	Key Vocabulary


	Christian, Christianity, Bible, parable, miracle, Gospels, 

Muslim, Islam, Qur’an, surahs, 

sacred text,  holy, authority, influence, guidance



Books For Guidance   /  Why are sacred texts important?     
Unit aim:  ‘To appreciate how sacred texts such as the Bible for Christians and the Qur’an to Muslims, guide and influence people’s lives.’ 

The emphasis of this unit is to provide pupils with the opportunity to gain an overview of the significance of sacred texts to the people who use them. 
The unit allows pupils to see ‘the big picture’ in relation to the Bible and this should bring about an understanding of the importance of this book to Christians.  It is important that pupils have this overview in the early part of Key Stage 2 in order that they can understand the context for individual stories and events from the Bible which they will encounter throughout religious education.  

In addition to the Bible, this unit explores the significance of the Qur’an to Muslims.  The example of the Qur’an has been chosen in particular, as there are excellent resources to support this area of study for (lower) Key Stage 2 pupils.  It provides a good opportunity for pupils to recognise the similarities between sacred texts as books for guidance whilst illustrating the way in which they may also be distinct from one another.

Alternative examples from different religions could be chosen to explore the same unit aim subject to the availability of appropriate supporting resources.  A good alternative or additional study for upper Key Stage 2 is an exploration of the significance of the Guru Granth Sahib supported by the video Pathways of Belief Sikhism: God. 

If exploring a unit on books for guidance at upper Key Stage 2, primary schools should consult with their secondary link school(s) RE Department to establish what material might be explored at Key Stage 3.

	BLAENAU GWENT AND MONMOUTHSHIRE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MEDIUM TERM PLAN

Year Group:    3  / 4                Unit Title:     Books For Guidance  / Why are sacred texts important?                   Term/Topic:  Summer
Aim:  To appreciate how sacred texts such as the Bible for Christians and the Qur’an to Muslims, guide and influence people’s lives.           
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	Programme of Study:
	Religions:    Christianity and Islam

	Skills

Questioning and Evaluating:

1. ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions about the importance of books in general and of sacred texts.

2. enquire and investigate in an open minded way the way and listen carefully to others in order to develop their understanding of the way in which Christians and Muslims regard their sacred texts 

3.  be prepared to accept challenge to their ideas in the light of new information or evidence they come across in their study and enquiry.

Developing Knowledge and Understanding:

1. recall describe and begin to explain the importance of the Bible to Christians and the Qur’an to Muslims and how this can be seen in their everyday lives
2. identify the similarities and differences between the importance of the Bible to Christians and the Qur’an to Muslims
3. Make links between the Bible as a guide book for Christians and the Qur’an as a guide book for Muslims and explain how they affect believers’ lives
4. Use books, websites, the Bible, and videos to gain knowledge and understanding of the importance of sacred texts
5. Recognise and begin to interpret meaning and symbolism  (metaphor activity)

Reflecting, Responding and Communicating: 

1.  Reflect on their own experience of using books and express their views about these experiences

2. Consider, appreciate and respect the similarities and differences in lifestyle between themselves and others.

3. Consider and express how the beliefs and teachings of Christianity and Islam can affect the lives of followers.  

4. Use evidence from the videos and websites to support their understanding of the concepts explored.

5.  Communicate their learning through writing, diagrams and discussion.  

6. Use the appropriate key vocabulary in their oral and written activities.


	Range

Fundamental Questions:

Human Questions:
Are books important?

Is it important to record things in writing?

Is it important to follow the teachings / rules contained in a book?

Does it make life easier / simpler if you have a set of written rules? 

Personal Questions:

Who / what guides me?

How do I know right from wrong?

What helps me ‘stay on the right path’?

Do you need to have a religious belief to be a good person?

Religious Questions:

Why is the Bible important to Christians?

How might a Christian show that they follow the teachings contained in the Bible?

Why is the Qur’an important to Muslims?

How might a Muslim show that they follow the Qur’an?

Meaning and Purpose:

· Authority and influence

How different form of authority such as sacred texts guide and influence people’s lives.

Concepts, Values and Attitudes:

Authority, Guidance, Influence, Sacred 

	Common Skills

Communication

ICT

Thinking


	Teaching/Learning Activities 

(to include assessment opportunities)

· Create a spider diagram of ‘Books that help us’
· Recall ‘What I already know about the Bible’ in a spider diagram
· Use the video resource to learn more about the Bible and then complete a further spider diagram ‘ What I now know about the Bible’

· Reflect on the learning from the video and express own views about the learning by completing the sentence starters. 

· Discuss and respond to the question ‘Why is the Bible a best seller?’ by using the Responsibility Pie activity

· Use the video resource to learn about how the Bible acts as a guide book for life for Christians

· Match the different parts of the metaphors to understand how the Bible guides Christians in their lives.
· Write your own metaphors to explain what the Bible is like for Christians. 

· Use the RE Quest website to explore how Christians use the Bible to help them through different situations in life.  See the section on ‘The Bible’.
· Use the website www.biblegateway.com to type in key words and find the links to Bible passages. 

· Explore the Gideon’s Bible which contains a ‘where to look when’ section.  Having found links through the Bible Gateway site, look up the passages in the Bible.
· Hear the story of Muhammad receiving the message from Allah
· Reflect on how Muhammad might have felt during the events by using one of the ‘Fortune Line’ activities

· Think of questions that Muhammad might have asked or was thinking during the event.  These could be recorded in speech bubbles (you should not draw Muhammad).
· Consider how Khajidah might have felt as Muhammad told her about what happened.  Consider and record what questions you think she might have asked Muhammad
· Watch the video Pathways of Belief Islam, Allah (The Qur’an) which explains the way in which Muslims view the Qur’an; ‘like instructions for the puzzle of life’.
· Record what you know about the Qur’an including why it is important to Muslims.
· Explain at least one way in which the Bible for Christians is similar to the Qur’an for Muslims

	Resources

BBC Pathways of Belief Christianity The Bible 

Developing Primary RE: Words of Wisdom  

p. 5
Developing Primary RE: Words of Wisdom  

p. 7

www.request.org.uk
www.biblegateway.com
Gideon’s Bible
Developing Primary RE: Stories About God p.25-26  (The Qur’an is revealed to Muhammad).

Developing Primary RE: Stories About God p.26
BBC Pathways of Belief Islam

The Qur’an 


	Key Vocabulary

Christian, Christianity,  Bible
parable

miracle

Gospel
Muslim

Islam

Qur’an

surahs

influence

guidance

faith 
authority

holy
sacred



Books That Help Us

Learning Objective:  To think about different types of books that help us

What I Already Know About The Bible
Learning Objective:  To recall what I know about the Bible

What I Now Know About The Bible

after watching the Pathways of Belief video
Learning Objective:  To use the video to learn more about the Bible and recall what I have learnt

What I Know About The Bible

before and after watching the video

Reflecting On What I Have Learnt About The Bible
Learning Objective:  To reflect on what I have learnt about the Bible and express my own views about what surprised me and what I would like to know more about.

Why Is The Bible A Best Seller?

(Using A Responsibility Pie)
Learning Objective:  To discuss and respond to the question ‘Why is the Bible a best seller?’

A Responsibility Pie
Question: Why Is The Bible A Best Seller?

What Is The Bible Like For Christians?

(Bible Metaphors)
Learning Objective:  To understand how the Bible is a guide book for Christians by writing metaphors.

For Christians the Bible is like…

Reflecting On The Story Of Muhammad Receiving The Qur’an

Learning Objective:  To consider how Muhammad might have felt when he received the Qur’an. 

Why Is The Qur’an Important To Muslims?
Learning Objective:  To recall some things I know about the Qur’an and explain why it is important to Muslims.
Mind Mapping with the Bible
· What do we know already about the Bible?

Pupils to create mind map diagram of what they already know.

· Watch the first one minute of Pathways of Belief video: Bible, to gain ‘Bible facts’

These are:  Number 1 best seller

                   More people have one than any other story book

                   Written long ago

                   Written by lots of different people

                   Contains songs and poetry

                   Rules for life 

                   It is all about God

                   What God thinks about people

                   Not one book but many – 66 in all  
See how many of the facts the pupils can recall between them.  Play the one minute section of video again to get all the facts or to check what they have recalled.
· Pupils can add to their mind map or create a new spider diagram.

· Complete sentence starters:
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Responsibility Pies

· Reflect on the (video) fact that the Bible is a best seller.  

Carry out Responsibility Pie activity to think about why the Bible might be a best seller.

· Complete sentence starters:


[image: image2]
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Responsibility Pies

The Bible is a best seller because…



Pupils should consider the above statements in relation to the question.  They can then place the pieces on the pie diagram.  The statement they think offers the best explanation is placed in the biggest slice of the pie.  The other statements are placed in the corresponding sizes of the pie according to their choices.  

More able pupils could add their own suggestions to the pie relating them to appropriate size pieces.

See RE Today Developing Primary RE Words of Wisdom 
                               The Bible As A Book Of Guidance

Bible Metaphors

· Use the later section of the Pathways video to focus on the Bible as a guide book through life – ‘like a map’.  (after Mary Jones story 3mins in to 6m 45sec.)
                        Carry out Bible Metaphor activity.

                        Pupils to make up own metaphors and record them. 

                        This work might then contribute to a class display.
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Bible Metaphors
Match the metaphors which suggest how Christians might view the Bible.  Pupils can then be asked to create their own metaphors and record them with an illustration.  These could then be cut out and used in a further class activity as a way of sharing the pupils’ own ideas.  
For a Christian the Bible might be like…           

	   A map because…
	
	it can tell you what you are doing wrong and help you do it right.

	A comfort blanket because…
	
	it can give people some hope for the future.

	A torch because…
	
	it can give you the strength to face the day.

	A fortune teller because…
	
	it can challenge you to do your very best.

	A breakfast cereal because…
	
	it can show you the right path to choose.

	A soccer manager because…
	
	it can make you feel safe when you are in danger.

	A police officer because…
	
	it can light up the darker bits of your life.




See RE Today Developing Primary RE: Words of Wisdom

My Own Bible Metaphors

After doing the activity to match the Bible metaphors these are some that I thought of myself…
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Using The Bible As A Guide Through Life

· Use the RE Quest website to explore how Christians use the Bible to help them through different situations in life.  See the section on ‘The Bible’.

·   www.request.org.uk/main/bible/Bible10.htm    provides opportunity to see how some Bible passages might help Christians at different times in their life.

· www.biblegateway.com allows pupils to type in key words and find the links to Bible passages. 

· Introduce the Gideon’s Bible which contains a ‘where to look when’ section.  Having found links through the Bible Gateway site, pupils can look up the passages in the Bible.

The Importance Of The Qur’an For Muslims

· Hear the story of Muhammad and the first revelation (Developing Primary RE: Stories About God p.25-26 - The Qur’an is revealed to Muhammad).

· Explore the story by reflecting on how Muhammad might have felt during the events.  The two activities provided offer differentiated tasks to reflect on the sequence of events and how Muhammad might have been feeling at each stage.

· Consider what questions Muhammad might have asked or was thinking during the event.  These could be recorded in speech bubbles (pupils should not draw Muhammad).

· Consider how Khajidah might have felt as Mohammad told her about what happened.  Consider and record what questions you think she might have asked Muhammad.

· Watch the video Pathways of Belief Islam, Allah (The Qur’an) which explains the way in which Muslims view the Qur’an; ‘like instructions for the puzzle of life’.
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Allah Reveals the Qur’an to Muhammad

How do you think Mohammad felt: 

	When…
	I think he might have felt …

	Muhammad was praying in the cave and feeling very peaceful


	

	Muhammad suddenly thinks he is not alone 


	

	Muhammad first saw the Angel Jibril


	

	Angel Jibril says that Muhammad must read from the scroll even though Muhammad cannot read.


	

	Muhammad is able to read the words!


	

	Muhammad tells his wife what has happened and hopes she will believe him
	

	Khadija believes Mohammad


	

	Muhammad tells many people about what had happened and about Allah’ message


	

	Not all the people believe Muhammad


	

	Many people do believe Muhammad and decide to follow Allah’s instructions for life.


	


Some words you might use:
excited        worried       sad      happy       anxious      surprised     nervous     relieved            
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Allah Reveals the Qur’an to Muhammad

Fortune line:  Muhammad and the first revelation.

	Muhammad returns to Makkah from a long trip.  He is hot and very tired. 


	Muhammad goes to a cave at Hira, to pray to God and enjoy the peacefulness.
	Suddenly Muhammad feels he is not alone.  The Angel Jibril is beside him.  

	Angel Jibril insists that Muhammad reads from a scroll, even when he protests that he cannot read. 


	Eventually Muhammad reads the words!  He repeats them to help him remember them.
	Muhammad goes home and tells Khadijah, his wife, all that has happened.  

	Muhammad wonders what to do if Khadijah doesn’t believe him.  
	Khadijah says that she believes that the words are from God.  
	Muhammad tells many other people what happened.  Not everyone believes him but many do.  




Developing Primary RE: Stories About God p.26
Fortune Lines help pupils to engage with a story or event.  The above cards are placed on an x y axis by the pupils according to sequence of events and how they think Muhammad would have been feeling throughout.

The horizontal axis (x) is a timeline.  The vertical axis (y) represents emotions.

Pupils firstly sequence the cards along the x axis, then move them up and down to match the y axis.

For the y axis, pupils can select from pre-drawn faces to represent various emotions or draw their own.  (These faces should not be viewed as being that of Muhammad)



Something that I knew already about the Bible that was also in the video was… 








Something that I learnt from the video about the Bible was…








The most surprising thing to me was…








I would really like to know more about …          because…























Our group / pair / I thought that the best answer to explain why the Bible is a best seller was….











We / I thought the least useful answer was…











We / I thought of another reason which was…






























































All Christians think they should own one even if they don’t read it. looking after us.








It is the word of God, so people who read it hear God’s voice for themselves.





It tells great stories about family, God, love, life and death – with excitement. 





It is the most given-away book ever.  People give it to prisoners, hotels, babies, school children and anyone else who will accept it.  





It’s a mystery book. It changes some people’s lives and gives messages of love, peace or faith to readers.





Churches and schools buy hundreds of them to be kept in cupboards. 








