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Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire Agreed Syllabus   Key Stage 2 Units of Work 
	
	Year  4  Summer


	RE Theme
	Caring For The Environment / Whose World?


	Potential Links with other subject areas
	Geography: living in Wales – investigate e.g. national parks; 

living in my world – caring for places and environments and the importance of being a global citizen;

Science: how humans affect the local environment;

waste and recycling;

plants and animals found in two contrasting local environments

PSE: understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live;

understand that people differ in what they believe is right and wrong;

understand that personal actions have consequences;

develop a positive attitude on issues of poverty and fairness;

understand how poverty and inequality can cause problems;

appreciate the natural world as a source of inspiration;

take an active interest in varied aspects of life (in school) and the wider environment;

understand how the environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively;

understand that local actions have global effects because of connections between places and people



	Possible topic links
	Local Area, Environment, Rainforest


	Focus Religions
	Christianity,         Buddhism       

	Aim
	To provide opportunity to appreciate the wonder of the natural world and to consider the reasons why some people care for it, value it and celebrate it. 


	Concepts, Values and Attitudes
	Creation, Origin, Stewardship, Responsibility  

	Fundamental Questions 

	Human Questions:

Should all people take equal responsibility for care of the world?

Whose responsibility is it to care for (areas) of the environment and its inhabitants?

How did the world begin?
Personal Questions:

What do I value (like) in the natural world?

Do I contribute towards caring for the natural world?

Religious Questions:

Do all people believe the same about how the world began? 
What is the message in the Christian / Jewish creation story?

Does the world belong to God? 
 

	Range and outline content  


	· Pupils own thoughts and responses to the natural world.  Ideas about who is responsible for it and who can help care for it.   
· Ways in which different people care for animals – RSPCA, animal sanctuaries and centres. 
· Message of the Genesis creation account.  
· Psalms and hymns in praise of creation and what they tell us about Christian beliefs.
· Rogation Sunday celebrations.
· The influence of St. Francis on people today – animal sanctuaries named after him and work carried out due to his example.

· Outline story of Prince Siddhartha and his teachings about not harming any living things.   

	Resources


	Video: Pathways of Belief Christianity – Creation (Rogation Sunday)
Bible:  Genesis 1 and 2 vs 1-4  
Bible: Psalms 24 vs 1-2  

Bible: Psalms 104

Bible: Pslams 50 vs 9-12

Bible: Pslams 19 vs 1-6
Bible: Pslams 95 vs 1-7

Bible: Pslams 148 
The Life of St Francis by Anita Ganeri Heinemann Library

www.americancatholic.org/Features/Francis/stories.asp

www.americancatholic.org/Features/blessing.asp

http:/conservation.catholic.org/st-francis-of-assis.htm

www.franciscans.org.au/spirituatily/index.html

www.christmasnightinc.com/Saint-Francis-and-the-monkey-c116.html

www.shsrinesf.org/prayers

www.suite101.com/article.cfm/catholic-christianity/22786

http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis-of-Assisi

www.sfaw.co.uk     St Francis Animal Welfare

www.stfrananimal.org     St Francis of Assisi Animal Rescue

www.luvamutt.org       St Francis Society Animal rescue

Buddhism for KS1 and KS2: FREE downloadable books from www.buddhisteducation.co.uk   KS1 p14,15,28,48,49,- teachings specifically relating to no killing of animals
KS2 p72 The Brave Quail



	Key Vocabulary
	Christian, Christianity, creation
Buddhist, Buddhism, ahimsa

 


Caring For The Environment / Whose World?
Caring For The Environment / Whose World?  
Unit aim:  ‘To provide opportunity to appreciate the wonder of the natural world and to consider the reasons why some people care for it, value it and celebrate it.’ 
This unit of work has strong links with elements of Geography, Science and PSE and provides an essential part of a topic on the natural world / environment.

The content and activities within this unit have been designed for lower Key Stage 2 pupils.  A unit of work with a similar theme is available for upper Key Stage 2 pupils.  

This unit for lower Key Stage 2 focusses on Christian and Buddhist teachings and responses to the natural world.  Buddhism offers a particularly good illustration of religious views about the natural world suitable for this age group.  

As an alternative, The Pathways of Belief video Islam: Allah has a very useful section explaining Muslim beliefs and teachings about the natural world.

Key Stage 3 pupils will also engage with a study of religious responses to the natural world and it is therefore essential that schools liaise on this particular topic.  The Developing Secondary RE booklet on The Environment provides an excellent Key Stage 3 resource (for upper KS3 pupils).   Exploring Questions in RE 3, by Carys Thomas and Vicky Thomas (published by Nelson Thornes) also provides a suitable chapter (5) on the environment (for lower KS3 pupils).

	BLAENAU GWENT AND MONMOUTHSHIRE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MEDIUM TERM PLAN

Year Group:    4                Unit Title:     Caring For The Environment / Whose World?                                                           Term/Topic:  Summer
Aim:  To provide opportunity to appreciate the wonder of the natural world and to consider the reasons why some people care for it, value it and celebrate it.            
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	Programme of Study:
	Religions:    Christianity and Islam

	Skills

Questioning and Evaluating:

1. ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions about the world around them and religious responses to the world.

2. enquire and investigate in an open minded way the way and listen carefully to others in order to develop their understanding of the way in which Christians and Buddhists respond to the natural world 

3.  be prepared to accept challenge to their ideas in the light of new information or evidence they come across in their study and enquiry.

Developing Knowledge and Understanding:

1. recall describe and begin to explain  Christians and Buddhist beliefs about the natural world and how these beliefs and teachings are illustrated in their everyday lives

2. identify the similarities and differences between  Christian and Buddhist views about the natural world
3. Make links between the beliefs and teachings about the natural world and the way in which Christians and Buddhists respectively, respond to the world because of these beliefs
4. Use books, websites, and videos to gain knowledge and understanding of Christian and Buddhist beliefs, teachings and practices regarding the natural world
5. Recognise and begin to interpret meaning and symbolism  of stories associated with the natural world
Reflecting, Responding and Communicating: 

1.  Reflect on their own experiences of the natural world and express their views about these experiences

2. Consider, appreciate and respect the similarities and differences in lifestyle between themselves and others.

3. Consider and express how the beliefs and teachings of Christianity and Buddhism can affect the lives of followers.  

4. Use evidence from the books, videos and websites to support their understanding of the concepts explored.

5.  Communicate their learning in a variety of ways  

6. Use the appropriate key vocabulary in their oral and written activities.


	Range

Fundamental Questions:

Human Questions:
Should all people take equal responsibility for care of the world?

Whose responsibility is it to care for (areas) of the environment and its inhabitants?

How did the world begin?

Personal Questions:

What do I value (like) in the natural world?

Do I contribute towards caring for the natural world?

Religious Questions:

Do all people believe the same about how the world began? 

What is the message in the Christian / Jewish creation story?

Does the world belong to God?

Meaning and Purpose:

· Responses to and relationship with the natural world
How and why religions show concern and responsibility for the natural world
Concepts, Values and Attitudes:

Creation, Origin, Stewardship, Responsibility  

	Common Skills

Communication

ICT

Thinking


	Teaching/Learning Activities 

(to include assessment opportunities)

· Consider and record your ideas about who looks after the environment
· Listen to an account of the Christian creation story
· Reflect on and record your thoughts about your favourite aspect of the world

· Watch the video about the Christian Rogation Celebration and record your response on the writing frame sheet 

· Read Bible psalms about creation

· Whilst outside write your own poem / psalm to reflect how you feel about the world

· Use books and websites to find out about St. Francis and his response to the natural world
· Work together in small groups to do the sorting activity about St. Francis’ life

· Use websites to find out how people are inspired by St. Francis to care for animals today

· Design a poster to advertise either one of the organisations you have found out about or ‘your own organisation inspired by St. Francis’ 

· Hear or read the outline life story of Prince Siddhartha Gautama who became known as the Buddha.  Record how Prince Siddhartha’s life has affected others. 
· Reflect on the Buddha’s Eightfold Path and explain what it means in your own words

· Make up your own eight rules for life

· Hear the story of Prince Siddhartha and the Swan.  Design a book cover for the story with a synopsis of the story on the back cover
· Express your thoughts about the Buddhist teaching not to harm any living creature

· Design a poster to encourage people to care for the world.

	Resources

BBC Pathways of Belief Christianity Creation 


	Key Vocabulary

Christian Christianity  Bible

psalm
Genesis
creation
Buddhist

Buddhism

concern

responsibility



Looking After The Environment

Learning Objective:  To think about the different ways the environment is cared for.

My Favourite Things

Learning Objective:  To consider what I like most in the world.

My response to the Pathways of Belief Video on Creation 

Learning Objective:  To record my thoughts about the video on creation. 
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Psalm 148   A Call for the Universe to Praise God

Praise the Lord from heaven,

 you that live in the heights above.

Praise him, all his angels,

  all his heavenly armies.

Praise him sun and moon;

  praise him shining stars.

Praise him highest heavens,

  and the waters above the sky.

Let them all praise the name of the LORD!

He commanded and they were created;

 by his command they were fixed in their places for ever,

and they cannot disobey.

Praise the LORD from the earth,

  sea-monsters and all ocean depths;

lightening and hail, snow and clouds,

  strong winds that obey his command.

Praise him, hills and mountains,

  fruit trees and forests;

all animals tame and wild,

 reptiles and birds.

Praise him, kings and all peoples,

 princes and all other rulers;

girls and young men,

  old people and children too.

Let them all praise the name of the LORD!

His name is greater than all others;

  His glory is above earth and heaven.

He made his nation strong,

  so that all his people praise him-

The people of Israel, so dear to him.  

· Create your own psalm or poem about the wonder of the natural world which reflects how a Christian might feel about it.

Saint Francis of Assisi

Learning Objective:  To think about the characteristics of Saint Francis.
Saint Francis of Assisi

Learning Objective:  To reflect on events in the life of St. Francis that changed his own and others’ lives.

Saint Francis of Assisi

Read the following statements about Saint Francis.  Select those that can be categorised under the following headings:

	Events that changed Francis’ life



	Events that changed the lives of others




Think of appropriate headings for the other statements.

	


	


Write some statements that can be placed under the heading: 

	Things that people do today because of St. Francis




You may be able to add others as you find out more about this in the next few lessons.

 Now choose an attractive way to display your work.
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	Francis was born in about 1181 in the city of Assisi in Italy.  



	Francis went to school in Assisi but he did not enjoy it.




	As a young man, Francis worked for his father who was a rich cloth merchant.




	At 20 years old, Francis became a soldier and fought in a war between Assisi and Perugia.  Francis was captured and put in prison. 



	On seeing a poor man dressed in rags, Francis felt sorry and gave the man his own clothes.




	Francis was not afraid to touch people who had leprosy and he showed them great kindness.




	When he visited the chapel of San Damiano, Francis heard a voice coming from the crucifix telling him to repair the chapel. 




	Francis sold some of his father’s cloth to get money to repair the chapel.




	Francis gave up his riches and began to live the life of a poor monk.  



	People came far and wide to hear Francis teach about God.
Many people became monks like Francis and they lived a hard life of work and prayer.




	Francis and his monks travelled all over Italy preaching about God.



	Francis became famous for his relationship with animals.



	On his travels, Francis visited the holy Christian places in Israel.



	When Francis visited the town of Greccio in Italy one Christmas, he made the first model nativity scene.   




	In a dream, Francis saw an angel nailed to a cross.  When he awoke he saw a small mark, like a scar on his hands and feet – like the marks left by nails on Jesus’ hands and feet.



	Francis died in a chapel in Assisi.  He is buried in a beautiful church called the Basilica of St Francis in Assisi.  



	Two years after Francis died; the Pope made him a saint.  In Christianity, saints are people who are believed to be especially holy and close to God. 



Based on The Life of St Francis by Anita Ganeri Heinemann Library
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Prince Siddhartha Gautama
Learning Objective:  To reflect on how the life of Prince Siddhartha affects Buddhists today.  

The Eightfold Path
Learning Objective:  To explain the meaning of the different points of the Buddhist Eightfold Path.

Rules To Lead A Good Life
Learning Objective:  To reflect on the Buddhist Eightfold Path and create my own eight rules for life.

My Book Cover for 

Prince Siddhartha and the Swan
Learning Objective:  To design a book cover that captures the message of the story. 

My Thoughts About Buddhist Teachings

Learning Objective:  To reflect on I have learnt about the Buddhist faith and express my own views.  

My Poster About Caring For The World

Learning Objective:  To design a poster to encourage people to care for the world.

I think the people involved in the Rogation Sunday ceremony were…

















My favourite images of the natural world seen on the video were…














I found the video interesting because…

















Something I learnt from the video was…




















Watching this video has made me think …

















