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	RE Theme
	The Journey of Life and Death

	Potential Links with other subject areas
	PSE: have respect for rules, the law and authority;

understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live;

understand that people differ in what they believe is right and wrong

understand that personal actions have consequences



	Possible topic links
	Journeys (of life)


	Focus Religions
	 Christianity,       Hinduism           

	Aim
	To consider the codes of conduct by which people live their lives and how this may be linked to their beliefs about death and afterlife.

	Concepts, Values, Attitudes 
	Judgement, Repentance, Forgiveness, Karma, Reincarnation

	Fundamental Questions 

	Human Questions:

Is it important to remember people who have died?

In what ways are people remembered after they have died?

What happens after we die?

Is there an afterlife?

Does everyone have the same idea about what happens when we die?

Does how one lives their life affect what will happen to them when they die?
Personal Questions:
What do I believe about life after death?
Does the way I live my life affect what happens to me when I die?

Religious Questions:

Do we live again (reincarnation)?
What is meant by ‘soul’ and ‘spirit’?
How does Jesus’ death and resurrection have an affect on what Christians believe about life and death?


	Range and outline content 


	· Explore pupils own ideas about codes of conduct for life and ideas about whether what we do in life has an affect on what happens when we die.

· Christian ideas about living by God’s rules, forgiveness and life after death.  

· Jesus’ life and resurrection.  The idea of the holy spirit living on and guiding Christians through life.

· Hindu ideas about karma and reincarnation.

· How people and animals are remembered and how they continue to influence our lives.  



	Key Resources
	Fictional stories about death:  Heaven by Nicholas Allan, Red Fox

For Heaven’s Sake by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, Jewish lights Publishing

The Mountain’s of Tibet by Mordecai Gerstein, Barefoot Books

Badger’s Parting Gift by Susan Varley Picture Lions

RE Today: Exploring The Journey of Life and Death p. 15 - 32

Developing Primary RE: Jesus p.27-33 the resurrection of Jesus

RE Today: Moving on up p.16 – 19 Crucifixion and resurrection

Developing Primary RE: Special Times p.12 Resurrection and heaven

Video: Pathways of Belief: Easter (including beliefs about death and afterlife from a child’s point of view)

My Life as a Christian p. 58 - 61 What happens when we die?

ACCAC OAMs Easter

RE Today Exploring Puzzling Questions p.27, 28 and 31 Origins and destinies (Hinduism)

My Life As A Hindu p. 30 Dying

Video: Pathways of Belief: Hinduism God (introduction about life as a cycle) 



	Key Vocabulary
	Christian, Christianity, heaven, hell, judgement, forgiveness, salvation
Hindu, Hinduism, karma, reincarnation, moksha  
belief, faith, forgiveness, hope, soul, spirit 




The Journey of Life and Death
	Heaven

	

	

	 

What happens in heaven?
Will I sit on a cloud?
Is walking or talking
Or jumping allowed?

Will I be on my own
Or with some of my friends?
Does it go on for ever
Or eventually end?

What happens in heaven?
Will I play a harp's strings?
I can't play piano
I can't even sing.

Who chooses the music
That angels inspire?
Who does the auditions 
For the heavenly choir?

What happens in heaven?
Are the streets paved with gold?
Is it crowded with people
Who're incredibly old?

Will I know who I am?
Will I know what I'm called?
If I pinch myself hard 
Will I feel it at all?

What happens in heaven?
Do I go through a gate?
What if I get myself lost
Or turn up too late?

Is my name on a list?
Is the gatekeeper nice?
Can you sneak in for nothing
Or is there a price? 

Steve Turner 




	What Is Heaven
 
	

	

	 

What is Heaven...
we know it’s a word
could you find it
if you followed a bird? 

We say it’s a place to go
after we’ve had our stay
but only if we’re good
or believe a certain way

So if I believe in your God
will I get to Heaven too? 
or can I get to Heaven
based on work that I do



Alan Buckholtz 




	The Morning That Death Was Killed
 
	

	

	 

I woke in a place that was dark
The air was spicy and still
I was bandaged from head to foot
The morning that death was killed.

I rose from a mattress of stone
I folded my clothes on the sill
I heard the door rolling open
The morning that death was killed.

I walked alone in the garden
The birds in the branches trilled
It felt like a new beginning
The morning that death was killed.

Mary, she came there to find me
Peter with wonder was filled
And John came running and jumping
The morning that death was killed.

My friends were lost in amazement 
My father, I knew, was thrilled
Things were never the same again
After the morning that death was killed. 

Steve Turner 
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Bottom of Form

Here is what the people you have chosen said about the question on... Viewpoints about death 

The full question is:
Viewpoints about death
Here are two comments about death. 'When we die, we lie in the grave, and I'm afraid that's the end of us.' 'I think dying is like being born. You leave the place you know, but you go to a wonderful place you don't know.' What are your thoughts about death, and life after death?

There are 300 responses to look at.

	1 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	When I die I think I will wonder if I am in a new world.

	2 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	My thoughts about death is I never want to die, but I know that I will go to a wonderful place.

	3 - Person is male, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	My thought about death is it feels spooky and if you were good you'd go heaven and if you were bad you will go to hell.

	4 - Person is male, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	I think that when you die, you turn into an animal on the birthday that you were a human.

	5 - Person is male, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	After we die I think that your soul becomes eternal and also may haunt the place where they lived.

	6 - Person is male, aged 7   They said their belief is C of E

	I think when you die if you've been a murderer you go to the under world where Hades is. And when you die and you've been helping people NOT killing them you go to heaven with God.

	7 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Christian

	If some one did die in my family I would be sad but I think they would be happy in heaven.

	8 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Christian

	I think that when I go up to heaven people are quite nice I also think you mgiht see other people who died in the war.

	9 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Christian

	I think you go up into heaven then turn into an Angel even if you are a man. I think that you go uo into heaven and meet people you don't know.

	10 - Person is male, aged 7   They said their belief is Christian

	If you are good you are allowed to go to heaven to be with my family and to be with God.

	11 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Protestant

	It's scary.

	12 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Roman Catholic

	I don't know what it's going to be like but I know you are going to keep living.

	13 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Roman Catholic

	That it is is different up in heaven.

	14 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Roman Catholic

	I believe that there is life after death as your spirit continues to live after you have died. Death is sad because you are unable to see friends and familly again.

	15 - Person is female, aged 7   They said their belief is Roman Catholic

	I think I go to heaven when I die. I think heaven is like going into out of space
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Bottom of Form

There are 17 responses to look at.

	1 - Person is male, aged 8   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think that when I die I am sad and happy because I might come back to life.

	2 - Person is male, aged 8   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think they would go to a place where he or she can stay.

	3 - Person is female, aged 9   They said their belief is Hindu

	After death my thought would be God will look after you in heaven and my thoughts for life after death would be God will looksafter you in the next world again.

	4 - Person is female, aged 9   They said their belief is Hindu

	In my religion we burn our dead bodies but I think I would like to live in a grave.

	5 - Person is male, aged 9   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think dying is a very bad habit of people. Dying makes you suffer and your spirit comes out of your body.

	6 - Person is female, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think that when you die it is the end but you still have alive and a good life with God.

	7 - Person is female, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	When I die I think that you can go to heaven. Or you can be born again and live. God will look after you in heaven I think.

	8 - Person is female, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think when you die, if you have been a good person you will come back as another good person. If you have been a bad person you will come back as an animal which people kill and eat.

	9 - Person is male, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think when people die they go to heaven if they're good. If they're bad they go to hell. After that I think that they turn into ghosts

	10 - Person is male, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	If we are good we come back as we are and if we are bad we come back as something else.

	11 - Person is male, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think life after death depends on how you behave in your life. If you are good in your life you go to heaven but if you are bad you go to hell.

	12 - Person is female, aged 10   They said their belief is Hindu/Christian

	I think we go to a wonderful world where there are no wars and no fighting. It is all peace and happiness.

	13 - Person is female, aged 11   They said their belief is Hindu

	My thoughts are that you get buried. You get sent up into the kinds of things, evil, happy, cruel.

	14 - Person is female, aged 11   They said their belief is Hindu

	Death is like going to a new school, leaving somewhere you really like and going somewhere you do not know your way. 

	15 - Person is female, aged 11   They said their belief is Hindu

	Death happens to everyone and you can't always cry over someone's death. I believe after you die you get reincarnated and will be born either as an animal or human.
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are 17 responses to look at.

	16 - Person is female, aged 11   They said their belief is Hindu

	I think that after death you are a new person reliving your life. 

	17 - Person is female, aged 11   They said their belief is Hindu

	After people die they get burned and their ashes will be gone into the water so they have a good future after they die.
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