
 
 

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR ANNUAL REPORT 

 
NAME:  Cllr.  ROGER HARRIS 
 
WARD: CROESONEN 
 
ELECTORATE: 1675 
 
REPORTING YEAR :  YEAR OF ADMINISTRATION 2013/14 
 
 
I was elected to represent Croesonen Ward of Monmouthshire County Council 
(MCC) for the third successive term in May 2012. 
I am a member of the Labour Group for the 2013/14 Council Year. 
The Group has 11 members and is the Official Opposition party of M.C.C. 
 
 
 

1. APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
The Council has appointed me onto a number of bodies namely: 

 M.C.C. Foster Panel 
 21st Century School Board 
 The Accommodation Board 
 The Corporate Parenting Board 
 The East Wales Valuation Tribunal 

 
The 21st Century School Board is tasked with refurbishing/rebuilding the 
remaining primary schools and securing the funding and arriving at a 
timetable for refurbishing/rebuilding the County’s four Comprehensive 
schools. This has now reached the stage whereby Monmouth and Caldicot 
comprehensive schools rebuilds will be presented to the Planning Committee 
this autumn. 
 
I am also a member of the Community Boundaries Review Board – tasked with 
the re-assessing and re-aligning Town and Community boundaries with the 
view to regularise the number of electorate per community councillor.  The 
object is to attempt to standardise the number of councillors per 
Town/Community council. This review is still ongoing and will be strongly 
influenced by the Williams Commission proposals to rearrange Welsh unitary 
authority boundaries. 
 
I have relinquished my role as the Council’s Scrutiny Champion. 
I feel that this vitally important position needs regular refreshment and I have 
held the position for many years. 
The Citizen Advice Bureaux in Monmouthshire, apart from the Monmouth 
bureau, have merged.  As such I am no longer a trustee. 



I am a board member of Abergavenny Community Enterprise. This community 
enterprise is based in the old Community First one stop shop in Hillcrest 
Road.  
Abergavenny Action 50+ has now been resurrected as a “Mark II” version and I 
am the treasurer. 

 
 

2.  ROLE AS GOVERNOR 
  

I have been a governor of Deri View Primary School since its inception. 
As the first and largest new primary school built by the Authority it is a 
prototype. The new Head Teacher has completely transformed the staffing of 
the school and massively reduced the deficit.  
 
This, of course, has been facilitated by the board of Governors. The Governors 
have recently succeeded in getting the school properly cabled for Wi-Fi to 
accommodate a new suite of tablet computers. 
 
As a governor I regularly attend class room observations as well as concerts, 
plays and PTA events. 
 
I am also vice chairman of governors of Llantilio Pertholey CV Primary School. 
As well as attending governing body meetings I am a regular attender of 
concerts, plays and PTA events. I have been a prime mover in producing the 
school travel plan and am instrumental in its regular updating with the Chair of 
Governors and the Head Teacher. 

 
 

3. SELECT COMMITTEES 
 

I am a member of the Democratic Services Committee, a recent innovation 
introduced by the Welsh Government (WG).  
 
The committee is responsible for discussing constitutional change, how 
alterations in WG legislation should be interpreted and integrated.  Also how 
scrutiny could be improved and should be implemented.  
 
As vice chairman of the Adults Select committee I have only missed one 
meeting when I was on holiday.  I have been instrumental, with the Chairman 
and Scrutiny Manager, in establishing the work programme and setting the 
meeting agendas. 
 
The remit of the Adults Select is to review and scrutinise issues related to 
adults and their interests. This ensures that the health and well-being of adults 
is considered in the planning and delivery of Council services. 
 
The Bryn–Y-Cwm Area Committee, of which I am a member, is populated by 
the Members of M.C.C. whose wards are situated in the north of the county.  It 
is the committee that most directly interacts with members of the public 
whereby direct questioning and interaction with Members occurs. 



The committee interacts with the Bryn–y–Cwm Forum, Abergavenny Civic 
Society and members of Abergavenny’s business community. Any matters 
appertaining to the north of the county can be raised and debated. This allows 
members of the public to interact directly with Members and senior officers. I 
have attended all five meetings in the Council year. 
 

4. CONSTITUENCY MATTERS 
 

Croesonen Ward is made up of 950 households. There are no shops, churches 
or public houses in the Ward, which is probably unique in the Authority.  
 
Each household receives a quarterly newsletter from myself, and has done so 
for the 10 years that I have been the Ward member.  During this council year I 
have had numerous “street surgeries” which has involved a walkabout with 
representatives of the police and the various housing associations. I have 
visited residents with Council officers to aid solving their problems directly. 
 
These activities allow me to present a constant profile to my constituents and 
are the means by which I can be approached to hear their problems. These 
mainly are made up of anti-social behaviour, littering, dog fouling and 
highways matters. 

 
5. MEMBER OF OTHER COMMITTEES 

  
 The Planning Committee (PC) consists of 16 Members. I am also the Official 
Opposition Spokesperson on the Delegated Panel which is a 3 person sub-
group of the main committee. The PC is a quasi-judicial committee that 
determines planning applications that are of a contentious nature. The 
Delegated Panel determines the few, less contentious applications that can’t 
be dealt with directly by the Planning Officers.  I have a 100% record of 
attendance at the PC.  I have also attended the majority of site visits arranged 
for the PC and Delegated Panel. 
 
The Delegated Panel is occasionally tasked by the PC to liaise with the 
applicants of large scale developments to negotiate a more appropriate design 
and layout to present to a future meeting of the PC. 
 

6. TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Monmouthshire County Council supports numerous seminars, training 
sessions and briefings in each Council year. I have attended the majority of 
these.  As a senior councillor and PC Opposition Spokesperson it is essential 
that I am “up to speed” with any new developments and changes in the 
Authority.  
 

7. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
 

The role of a Councillor is what the individual makes of it.  However the arbiter 
is the Ward electorate who have the final say on how we have represented 
them. 



I am fortunate to have had the confidence of the electorate on three 
successive occasions and have little or no complaints about my Constituency 
work. 
 
I will continue to keep my Constituents informed through newsletters, street 
surgeries and other means of communication during the forthcoming Council 
year of administration. 
 

 
 


